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ABSTRACT  This study was carried out to learn some supporting factors to the high

incidence of malaria in the Aceh Islands. A total number of 103 respondents
(56 male and 47 female) were involved in the study. They represented 103
families from 4 villages, Lampuyang and Lhoeh villages in the Breueh
Island, and Rabo and Alue Reuyeung villages in the Nasi Island. Thick
blood smear were also collected from 94 volunteers for the Giemsa-stained
microscopic examination of plasmodium. The results showed that some
factors including the low level of education, knowledge on malaria and
socio-economic condition of the people, socio-cultural background, the poor
sanitation of the environment and the low attention of the government on
malaria disease were supporting the high incidence of malaria in Aceh
Islands. Three out of 94 people (3.32%) examined for plasmodium were
positively infected by the parasite. Two of them were infected by
Plasmodium vivax and the other one was infected by Plasmodium
falciparum. It could be concluded that some inter-related factors had been
supporting the high incidence of malaria in the Aceh Islands.

Penyakit malaria masih merupakan Salah satu daerah di Indonesia dengan

salah satu ancaman bagi rakyat Indonesia
karena beberapa daerah masih merupakan
endemis (Makimian, 1984; Albar et al., 1994).
Arwati (1980) mengatakan bahwa meskipun
pemerintah berhasil menurunkan angka
penderita malaria di pulau Jawa/Bali dari
4/1000 menjadi 1/1000, di wilayah lain
Indonesia, penyakit malaria masih merupa-
kan masalah utama, yang pada daerah rawan
jumlah penderitanya mencapai 150/1000.
Berbedanya kebijakan eradikasi malaria
yang diterapkan pemerintah antara satu
daerah dengan daerah yang lain menyebab-
kan usaha pengendalian malaria yang dilaku-
k2n belum menunjukkan hasil memuaskan
Simanjuntak dan Arbani, 1989).

kasus malaria cukup tinggi namun sangat
sedikit diteliti adalah Propinsi Nanggroe
Aceh Darussalam (NAD). Laporan tahunan
Dinas Kesehatan Propinsi NAD menunjuk-
kan bahwa pada tahun 1997/98 ditemukan
sebanyak 333 kasus malaria di Propinsi NAD
dengan 281 diantaranya kasus lama dan 51
sisanya kasus baru. Daerah dengan kasus
malaria tertinggi adalah gugusan kepulauan
Aceh, Aceh Besar.

Correspondence:
Drh. Amirsyah Husin. Department of Biochemistry, Syiah Kuala
University School of Medicine, Banda Aceh, Darussalam-Banda

Aceh 23111, Telephone/Facsimile: (0651) 54208







